This is the essay portion of your Mid-Term Exam as well as the Final test for “The Things They Carried. These essays will count twice towards your overall grade. Additionally, the Chapter Questions you were working on throughout the unit are due Friday, January 16 and count as a test grade in the second quarter. If you have lost them, as always, you can find them on my website. 

You may turn a cyber copy in of your essays, but a HARD COPY MUST ALSO BE TURNED IN along with your Mid-Term Exam, so be sure to bring copies to your testing site. 

1. In an essay of no less than 500 words, answer the following:

“The Things They Carried” is a work of fiction. The author chose fiction over non-fiction, despite the fact that he did indeed serve in Vietnam and much of the book actually took place. He uses the terms “Story Truth” and “Happening Truth.” Explain the difference between “Story Truth” and “Happening Truth.” Why does he make the distinction? Do you believe “Story Truth” can tell a deeper truth than “Happening Truth?” Why or why not? Be sure to use specific examples from the text to support your analysis, explain just why you used those examples and how they prove your point. 

2. In an essay of no less than 500 words, choose and answer ONE of the following questions.

A.) On one hand soldiers have to protect their inner emotions to do what they have to do. They bury their feelings. On the other hand, they tell us they miss the vivid quality of heightened senses and emotions they get from being in the field of battle. How do you explain this paradox? What happens when Tim is taken from his unit and put on safer duty? Use specific examples from the text to support your analysis, explain just why you used those examples and how they prove your point. 

B.) Analyze the symbolism of the field from the chapters “Speaking of Courage,” “Notes,” “In the Field,” “Good Form,” and “Field Trip.” You may look at other chapters to support your analysis with evidence from the text. Be sure to explain why you used the examples you use and how they prove your point. 

C.) The author resents what the war took. Just what did the war take? What were things like before the war? Does he find closure or not? If so, how? Be sure to use specific examples from the text to support your analysis. Explain just why you used those examples and how they prove your point. 

